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Land Acknowledgement
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CLEO acknowledges that our office is located on the traditional territory of many 
nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee, 
and the Wendat. This land is now also home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis Peoples. This area of Tkaronto, also known as Toronto, is covered by Treaty 13 
signed by the Mississaugas of the Credit and the Williams Treaties signed by multiple 
Mississauga and Chippewa First Nations.

We acknowledge the ongoing impacts of colonization, anti-Indigenous racism, and 
white supremacism on which this city and our legal system are built. We are all Treaty 
people and we commit to working in solidarity towards truth and reconciliation. 



CLEO Resources
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Steps to Justice – free legal information

• stepstojustice.ca

Guided Pathways – help completing legal forms

• stepstojustice.ca/guided-pathways-home/

CLEO publications – free print resources

• cleo.on.ca

CLEO Connect – training for community workers

• cleoconnect.ca

http://www.stepstojustice.ca/
https://stepstojustice.ca/guided-pathways-home/
http://www.cleo.on.ca/
http://www.cleoconnect.ca/


What can you expect today?
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• 90 minutes (2 presenters and a Q and A).

• The webinar may contain legal information. As a reminder, this is not legal 
advice. The information is current as of today’s date, March 4, 2026.

• Links to the recording, slides, and handout will be sent by email to all 
registrants within a few days.

• ASL interpretation is available today. Subtitles (closed captioning) have 
also been enabled. 



Enabling Closed Captioning
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To use the Closed Captioning feature, click on the icon with two C’s in your 

Zoom controls: 

If you don’t see this icon, try clicking on the More icon with three dots:



Speaker Introduction

Lisa Eisen, Lawyer, Founder of Family Law: A La Carte

Allison Leadley, Guided Pathways Manager, CLEO



Starting a family law court case:

Using CLEO’s Guided Pathway for children, support, and property issues in 
separation and divorce
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Outline

1. About Separation and divorce

2. CLEO's Guided Pathways

3. Starting a family law court case: Filling out Family Law Rules Form 8
• Selecting your claims

• Making parenting claims

• Making support claims

• Finishing the pathway and next steps

4. Feedback and support

5. Questions and Comments



True or false? You have to go to court 
to be legally separated in Ontario.



True or false? Only married people 
can use the Form 8: Application to 

start a family law case.



True or false? You can use the Form 8 
to ask for parenting orders or child 

support.
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Separation vs. Divorce

Separation

• When spouses or common-law partners decide to “live 

separate and apart” 

• Can happen even if you live in the same home

• Only one spouse or partner has to want to separate

• No court process or court order is required

Divorce

• A legal process to end a marriage

• Only applies to legally married spouses

• Need a court order
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Who can get a divorce in Ontario?

• Must be legally married

• You or your spouse must have lived in Ontario for at least 1 

year

• Show the court that there has been a breakdown in your 

marriage:

• You and your partner have lived separate and apart for at 

least 1 year

• Adultery

• Cruelty
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Issues to think about…

Parenting

• Who will make important decisions for the children?

• How will the children spend time with you and your spouse?

• How will your children be cared for and where will they live?  

Support

• Child support

• Spousal support

Property

• Who will live in the home? 

• How will property be divided? 
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Which form to use? 

Form 8A: Application (Divorce)

• Must be legally married

• Ask for a divorce only, if applying on your own

• Ask for a divorce and other claims, if applying with your spouse

Form 8: Application (General)

• Do not need to be legally married

• Ask for a divorce and other claims, if applying on your own

• Start a case about parenting, support, or property
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guided-pathways.ca

CLEO’s Guided Pathways

https://guided-pathways.ca/


Decision trees
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Popup definitions
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Blue text is clickable, opening a “popup” 
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Learn More
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Learn More
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Hyperlinks
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Progress bar
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Save and Exit
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Help with additional forms
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Completes court forms and documents
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Completes court forms and documents
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Next steps
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• Dispute resolution explorer

• Financial planning for separation

• Simple or joint divorce

• Answering a family law application

• Filing your support agreement for 
enforcement

• Replying to an answer

• Case conference

• Trial management

• Requesting a motion to change on 
consent

• Responding to a motion to change

• Requesting a motion to change

• Making or responding to a motion

• Completing net family property forms

• Settlement conference

• Requesting a court fee waiver

• Drafting an order

• Orders issued on consent

Other family law pathways
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stepstojustice.ca

Accessing the Guided Pathways



Family Law Rules Forms
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ontariocourtforms.on.ca



Starting a Guided Pathway
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Register an account
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Terms of Use and Privacy Policy
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Optional survey
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Optional survey
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Completing Form 8



39



40



41



42



43



Picking your claims 
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Information about your relationship 
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Information about your children 
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Parenting



True or false? You need the same 
parenting order for all your children. 



True or false? When you ask for 
parenting orders on the Form 8, you 
need to explain why it is in your best 

interests. 



True or false? Children get to pick 
where they live and how they spend 

time with each parent.  
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Child support
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Spousal support
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Other claims
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Claims about property and other family law issues

Property division

• Equalization payment

• Exclusive possession of the 

matrimonial home

• Guardianship over child’s 

property

• Sale of family property

• Freezing assets

• Prejudgment interest

Other family law claims

• Restraining order

• Declaration of parentage

• Costs

• Annulment of marriage

• Prejudgment interests

• Claims related to family 

arbitration



Finishing the pathway and accessing 
your forms
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Sample: Completed Form 8 
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Sample: Completed Form 8
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Sample: Completed Form 8
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Sample: Completed Form 8
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Sample: Completed Form 8
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Sample: Completed Form 8
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Sample: Completed Form 8
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Sample: Completed Form 8
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Sample: Completed Form 8
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Sample: Completed Form 8: Schedule A
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Sample: Completed Form 8: Schedule A
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Sample: Completed Form 8: Schedule A
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Sample: Completed Form 8: Schedule A
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Sample: Completed Form 8: Schedule A
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Sample: Completed Form 8: Schedule A
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Technical support
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Steps to Justice: Additional family law information 
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Randomized Control Trial



Study participants can get 2 hours of legal help
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Questions and Answers



Have questions? Need technical help?

support@cleo.on.ca



Community and legal resources
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Find your community legal clinic or call 1-800-668-8258

Legal Aid Ontario: How do I apply for Legal Aid?

Visit Pro Bono Ontario or call 1-855-255-7256

Ontario Legal Information Centre offers appointments with a 
lawyer, in English or French.

https://www.legalaid.on.ca/legal-clinics/
https://www.legalaid.on.ca/services/how-do-i-apply-for-legal-aid/
https://www.probonoontario.org/hotline/
https://centreinfojuridique.ca/en/book-an-appointment/


Thank you for joining us!
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Subscribe to CLEO Connect for updates on new legal 
information and upcoming webinars. 

QUESTIONS or COMMENTS?
Contact info@cleoconnect.ca

http://cleoconnect.ca/subscribe
mailto:misha.hossain@cleoconnect.ca

