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 The purpose of the legal clinic is to provide legal advice and assistance to 
residents of the District of Thunder Bay, particularly Indigenous people, who need 
assistance with poverty law issues.

 Our community legal clinic is an independent organization with an all-Indigenous 
Board of Directors. We are funded by Legal Aid Ontario.

 Our focus is on helping people get income maintenance benefits and maintain 
access to housing.

 We also organize and present community legal education workshops and work 
with the community for organized, positive change.

 We offer our services at no cost to people with low incomes who meet our financial 
eligibility guidelines.



 Your Landlord cannot evict you in the winter. 

 Your Landlord can charge you more if your partner moves in with you. 

 Your Landlord can evict you for getting a pet. 

 Your Landlord can evict you for letting a friend move in with you without their 
permission. 



Resid en tia l 
Ten a n c ies Ac t

• Does not apply between you and another tenant who is 
subletting to you or agrees to share their room with you

• Does not apply where you share a kitchen and bathroom 
with your landlord



Hum an  R ig h ts Co de

2. (1) Every person has a right to equal treatment with respect to the occupancy of 
accommodation, without discrimination because of race, ancestry, place of origin, colour, ethnic 
origin, citizenship, creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, marital 
status, family status, disability or the receipt of public assistance.  



- Rent & Rent Increases
- 2.5% in 2025; 2.1% in 2026
 *does not apply to new units after November 2018
     *does not apply to RGI Housing 

- Rent receipts

- Agreements about hydro, gas, water, cable, etc…

- Security Deposits v Last Month’s Rent Deposit 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$



The landlord is responsible for…..

- Good state of repair and fit for habitation
- Comply with all health, safety, housing and maintenance standards
- Normal wear and tear

The tenant is responsible for…..

- Ordinary state of cleanliness
- Wilful or negligent damage
- Not interfering with other tenants’ reasonable enjoyment
- Not interfering with lawful right, interest or privilege of your landlord



In ALL situations, there is a very 
specific legal process a Landlord 

must follow before an eviction 
happens

In MANY situations, there are actions 
a tenant can take to avoid eviction 





- Eviction for cause (i.e. damages, rent arrears)

- Eviction without cause (i.e: Landlord selling unit)

- Notice  Landlord and Tenant Board  Sheriff  
72 hours to remove belongings

Landlord Applications 



 If you have not paid your rent

 If you regularly pay your rent late

 If you or your guests make it hard for other tenants to enjoy their own homes

 If you or your guests are seriously risking the safety of other tenants

 If you seriously damage a unit on purpose or negligently

 If there are too many people living in the unit and it is unsafe/unhealthy

 If you commit illegal acts in your home, or if you let your guests do so (in Social 
Housing, this includes not accurately reporting income)

 If your landlord or their close family member needs to move into your unit

 If your landlord needs to make serious renovations to your unit and it would be 
unsafe for you to live there during the renovations







































 Because they don’t like you

 Because they want to get more rent from a new tenant

 Because you have a health condition or disability

 Because you are on social assistance

….or ANY other reason not on the previous slides





Three things to remember from today:
1. If a Landlord doesn’t follow the proper process, it is not 

legal.
2. A Landlord cannot change the locks, take your stuff, or 

evict you without an Order from the Landlord and 
Tenant Board.

3.  Get legal advice – there are almost always options!
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