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Someone is mentally able to make
decisions about their property if they
have both understanding and
appreciation of their property.

If someone notices a person is not
mentally able to make decisions about
property, they can arrange one of the

four kinds of SDMs for the person.

Understanding:

e Knows information about their
property, such as bills and money in
savings

e Can add and subtract using a
calculator or on paper

e Knows how to use their money to
meet their needs, such as different

Some kinds of SDMs might not be
possible in the person’s situation. For
example, arranging an attorney for
property is not possible if the person
would not understand the POA paper.
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Types of Substitute
Decision-Makers (SDMs)

If someone is not mentally able to
make decisions about their property,
they need a SDM to manage their
property. There are 4 kinds of SDMs
for property in Ontario.

1. Trustee of Government Pensions:
Friends or family can ask to be trustee
of someone’s government pension,
such as Old Age Security.

Trustee can only handle government
pensions and not other property, such
as a work pension, even if the person

worked for the government.

Contact the government office that
pays the pension to find out how to

become trustee of someone’s pension.

2. Guardian of Property:
Someone named by the court to
manage another person’s property.

Speak to a lawyer about the papers
that must be given to the court to
become someone’s guardian.

3. Attorney for Property:

Attorney is someone named in a paper
called a power of attorney (POA) to
make decisions about the person’s
property who signed the POA.
Attorney does not mean a lawyer in
Ontario law.

A POA might say the attorney can
make decisions anytime or might say
the attorney may only make decisions
if the person who signed the POA is
not mentally able to make decisions.
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A POA does not have to be done by a
lawyer. People can use a website to

4. Statutory Guardian of Property:

The Public Guardian and Trustee
(PGT) becomes someone’s statutory
guardian if a capacity assessor says
the person is not mentally able to
make decisions about their property.

PGT is a person who works for the
Ontario government. PGT’s staff
make decisions for people not
mentally able to make their own
decisions about their property.

If the PGT’s staff think the person’s
family or friends would be good
SDMs, the family/friends can become
statutory guardian instead of PGT.

Anyone can pay a capacity assessor
to decide if the PGT should become a
person’s statutory guardian if the
person does not have an attorney or
guardian for property.

Call the PGT’s office for information
about hiring a capacity assessor:
1-800-891-0504



